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Operation Hat Trick Supports Easter Seals NH’s Veterans Count with $20,000 Gift 
Donation will provide a hand up to pre-9/11 veterans and their families 

 

Two organizations with a mission and history of helping veterans, service members and their  
families joined forces in 2013 to expand their efforts in serving members of the military. To kick off 
the partnership, Operation Hat Trick (OHT) recently awarded Easter Seals Veterans Count with 
$20,000. OHT, a nationwide organization comprised of more than 220 colleges and universities, 
major and minor league sports teams, and national retailers has stepped up to support care  
coordination services for veterans of pre-9/11 conflicts by donating to Veterans Count. 
 

OHT, which originated at the University of NH, generates awareness, support and funding for the 
recovery of America’s wounded warriors, both active service members and veterans. OHT pursues 
these goals through the sale of branded merchandise, proceeds of which are distributed to selected 
organizations that provide direct services to wounded warriors. 

 

“All of us at Easter Seals NH 
and Veterans Count are  
overwhelmed by Operation 
Hat Trick’s very generous  
donation. Dot (Sheehan) is a 
great American whose vision 
and passion to help our veterans and their families makes for a  
perfect partnership between our two organizations” said Easter Seals 
Executive Director of Military and Veterans Services Harry E. Miller, Jr. 
“This gift is greatly appreciated and will be put to good use as we ex-
pand our services to the pre 9/11 veteran population.”  

For more information about Operation Hat Trick, please visit 
www.operationhattrick.com.  

Easter Seals NH Executive Director of 
Military and Veterans Services Harry 
Miller and Operation Hat Trick Founder 
and President Dot Sheehan are working 
together to help pre-9/11 veterans and 
their families.   

  A Fabulous (and Fast!) Gift for Veterans  

This past January, two custom-designed, military-themed  
motorcycles that were secured by our Veterans Count  
Seacoast Chapter were auctioned by Barrett-Jackson in 
Scottsdale, AZ. The bikes were painted with military 
themes—the first in tribute to the Black Hawk raid in 
Mogodishu and the second to our Marines. Both bikes 
brought in a total of $52,000!   
 
In the photo is Colonel Danny McKnight who fought in the 
Battle of Mogadishu and was played by Tom Sizemore in the 
movie Black Hawk Down as well as President of Dirico  
Motorcycles Steve Talarico, who created these very cool 
bikes. Both were on hand for the big auction.  

For more information about Military & Veterans Services 
or to refer a veteran please visit, www.eastersealsnh.org  

 

or contact 
 
 

Chrystn Fisher, Intake Coordinator  
              cfisher@eastersealsnh.org | 603.315.4354 

     
Daisy Wojewoda, Director of Military & Veterans Services 

dwojewoda@eastersealsnh.org | 603.621.3579 

Serving His Country and Fellow Veterans 

Siddartha Sosa Rodriguez is an Airman  
with the NH Air National Guard.  When he 
returned from a security deployment to the 
middle east in 2009  he struggled considera-
bly with reintegrating into his communi-
ty.  Thanks to his Easter Seals Deployment 
Cycle Support Care Coordinator and Veterans 
Count, Siddartha got the support he needed 
to get his civilian life back on track.   

Since then he has secured a stable living environment, gotten  
married, and completed his bachelor’s degree in Psychology. He is 
almost done with his Masters degree, too!   

Most recently, Siddartha has come full circle and is now working 
at Easter Seals as a Military-Veteran Care Coordinator. In that 
role, he is helping other service members, veterans, and their  
families to thrive as they face the challenges of military service. 

Longtime Military & Veterans Services Supporter 
BAE Systems Commits to Serve Female Veterans 

WalMart Foundation Provides Employment Assistance to Veterans 
 

Easter Seals NH recently received a generous donation from the Walmart Foundation of $25,000 for its Veterans 
Services Workforce Development Program to hire an employment specialist to help veterans find stable employment. Hundreds of  
New Hampshire’s recently returned veterans remain unemployed; many others are under-employed or working part-time, in low-paying 
jobs without benefits. In New Hampshire the unemployment rate for veterans is almost triple that of the general population. Walmart’s 
generous gift will allow Easter Seals to address this challenge and provide employment assistance to unemployed veterans.  

Thank you to BAE Systems for their generous donation of 
$5,000 to Easter Seals NH Military & Veterans Services to 
provide Emergency Financial Assistance and Care Coordina-
tion for active service members, veterans, and their families 
statewide. Additionally, as diversity within the military  
increases with more women serving in combat roles, we 
have made it a priority to ensure that the needs of female 
veterans and service members are met. This grant  will allow 
us to make targeted outreach to female veterans.  



Veterans Count and Volunteers Recognized for Outstanding Efforts 
It is no secret that Veterans Count is a special organization made up of amazing volunteers who are dedicated to raising money for and 
awareness of the challenges facing military families. We are proud of all that has been accomplished and wanted to share some recent 
accolades with you.  

 

NH Chapter of the Military Officers Association of America Granite State Warriors Award  

This award is presented annually to individuals or organizations who have gone above and beyond in their 
service to the men and women of the U.S. Military and the State of New Hampshire. Easter Seals Veterans 
Count was honored at this year’s ceremony.  

 

Business NH Magazine Influencer Index Issue 
 

Now the entire state knows what we’ve known for a long time about these Veterans Count volunteers . . .  
if you want to get something done in NH, these are the people to know.  

Andy Crews—Veterans Count State Board 
Sy Mahfuz—Veterans Count Nashua Chapter 

Renee Plummer—Veterans Count Seacoast Chapter 
Chris Williams—Veterans Count Nashua Chapter 

 

The National Guard Association of NH General John Sullivan Award 

This year’s recipient was Veterans Count Founder Mike Salter. This award is presented to an individual who has 
accomplished an outstanding achievement on behalf of the National Guard or National Guard Association of NH.  
Superior performance of duties above what is considered normal to the grade, branch, specialty or assignment 
and experience of an individual are to be considered for this award.  Personal dedication and self-sacrifice are 
leading factors of those in consideration. Mike was presented the award by Col. Paul Loiselle, LTC Roy Hunter 
and Lt. Col. Todd Swass. 

Senator Ayotte Highlights Deployment Cycle 
Support Program that helps Military Families 

 

Longtime Easter Seals Military & Veterans 
Services supporter U.S. Senator Kelly Ayotte 
recently highlighted the benefits of NH’s 
Deployment Cycle Support Care Coordina-
tion Program (DCSCCP) at an Armed Services 
Personnel Subcommittee hearing.  
 
With top Defense Department officials appearing before the 
panel, Ayotte said that DCSCCP – a public-private partnership, 
involving Easter Seals, that prepares and supports service  
members and their families during the full cycle of mobilization, 
deployment, and reintegration – is a model for the nation. She 
invited Pentagon officials to visit the Granite State to see 
DCSCCP in action. 
 
The NH DCSCCP prepares and supports service members and 
their families before, during, and after deployment, and assists 
returning service members as they transition back to civilian 
life.  An integrated partnership between the NH National Guard, 
the NH Department of Health and Human Services, Easter Seals, 
and civilian and veteran service organizations, DCSCCP combines 
public funding and private resources to establish an integrated, 
sustainable, and fiscally-responsible service delivery framework. 
 
Senators Ayotte and Shaheen, both Armed Services Committee 
members, have worked together over the years – along with 
leaders of the NH National Guard and NH Department of Health 
& Human Services – to support DCSCCP. 

      Cumulative Outcomes Update: Making a Tremendous Difference! 
 

 Since January 2009, 2,556 Service Members/Veterans and their families (6,406 individuals) were served  

 Since September 2007, Care Coordinators intervened in 79 cases of significant suicide risk  

 Since January 2011, homelessness was prevented for 347 families and 362 homeless families secured permanent housing  

 Since January 2011, 450 program participants obtained employment  

 Since January 2011, 1,974 individuals were successfully engaged in treatment for previously untreated mental health or adjustment problem  

 Since July 2010, 3,887 referrals were made to community or military resources.  

UPCOMING EVENTS 
 

Peter Makris Memorial Run 
Saturday, June 14, 2014 

The NASWA Resort | 1086 Weirs Boulevard, Laconia, NH 
www.naswa.com 

 

Veterans Count Booth at NH Motor Speedway 

July 11-13, 2014 ▪ NASCAR Sprint Cup Series 

 September 19-21, 2014 ▪ NASCAR Sprint Cup Series 

 

8th Annual Veterans Count Golf Tournament 
Tuesday August 19, 2014 

Candia Woods Golf Links | 313 South Road, Candia, NH 
 

7th Annual Porsche of Nashua  
Octoberfest Car Show  

Sunday, October 5, 2014 | 12 - 3 pm 
Porsche of Nashua | 170 Main Dunstable Road, Nashua, NH 

 

Veterans Count Manchester SOS Breakfast 
Tuesday, October 28, 2014 | 7:30 -  9 am 

Radisson Hotel | 1000 Elm Street, Manchester, NH 

 
Veterans Count Nashua SOS Event 
Sunday, November 9, 2014 | 5:30 - 8 pm 

Radisson Hotel | 11 Tara Boulevard, Nashua, NH  
 
 

For more information about upcoming events,  
please visit www.eastersealsnh.org/events 

Reach Out to Our Volunteer Leaders  
We are thankful to all of our volunteers for their leadership, guidance and enthusiasm. If you are interested in getting more involved, 

here’s the contact info for each of our chairman:   

State Board ▪ Bruce Wilson  bwilson@cellularspecialties.com          Seacoast Board ▪ Greg Whalen gwhalen@nainorwoodgroup.com 
Nashua Board ▪ Ken Sinclair  ksinclair6@comcast.net                         Manchester Board ▪ Brian McLaughlin  kbrian@granitegroupbenefits.com 

mailto:bwilson@cellularspecialties.com
mailto:gwhalen@nainorwoodgroup.com
mailto:ksinclair6@comcast.net
mailto:kbrian@granitegroupbenefits.com

